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-  t he need for  a m ale heir t o cont inue the relat ively new dynasty :  t he count ry was just  
beginning to recover from  the War of t he Roses (14-14)  which ended when Henry VI I I ’s 
father, Henry VI I , becam e king Î foundat ion of th Tudor dynasty. 
The only precedent  of a wom an ruler  was when Mat ilda becam e queen in t he 12 th 
century, which caused a civ il war. 

-  Henry m ay have felt   his m arriage was im proper because his wife, Katherine of Aragon, 
had been previously m arried to his older brother. 

-  Henry was in love with Ann Boleyn. 

-  There was a lot  of m oney to be m ade from  the dissolut ion of t he m onasteries. 

%�� 7KH�%HJLQQLQJV�RI�WKH�$QJOLFDQ�&KXUFK�
��1529:  Act  of Suprem acy. The King is head of t he Anglican Church.  The serv ices at  t he 
churches rem ain the sam e (m ass in Lat in, no system at ic Bible reading...)  

-  1534:  Act  of Succession. Everyone has to swear allegiance to Henry VI I I  as head of t he 
church. 

-  1535:  Thom as More beheaded. Henry had even intended to execute his daughter Mary 
who refused to swear but  was dissuaded by Cranm er. 

-  1536:  execut ion of William  Tyndale, author of the first  t ranslat ion of t he Bible in 
English. Abolit ion of the m onaster ies Î dist r ibut ion of Church lands to king’s supporters 
who becom e st rong supporters of t he k ing’s religious policy!  
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-  1547:  Edward becom es king 

-  1548:  f irst  prayer in English int roduced into the lat in m ass. I m ages ordered rem oved 
from  all the churches. Holy water and crucif ixes forbidden, which causes m uch 
resentm ent  am ong the populat ion. 

-  1549:  First  Book of Com m on Prayer.  Cranm er’s work. Writ ten in English. No m ore 
saint ’s days. 

%�� 0DU\�WULHV�WR�UHVWRUH�&DWKROLFLVP�
-  1553:  Edward VI  dies. A at tem pted coup to place a protestant  queen (Lady Jane Grey)  
on the throne fails. Mary Tudor, a m ilitant  Rom an Catholic, becom es queen. People in 
England are t ired of t he Protestant  loot ing of churches. The new queen is popular . 

-  Persecut ion of Protestants Î “ Bloody Mary” .  300 Protestants burned. 

,,,�� 7KH�&KXUFK�XQGHU�(OL]DEHWK�,��D�0LGGOH�*URXQG�VRXJKW�
$�� 7KH�(OL]DEHWKDQ�6HWWOHPHQW�

-  1558:  Mary dies, Elizabeth I  becom es queen. 

-  Return of Protestant  exiles, saints day reint roduced. 

-  1559:  A new Act  of Suprem acy declared the Queen to be Suprem e Governor of spir itual 
m at ters in England. Anyone holding public or  Church office, anyone taking a degree m ust  
take the Oath. 
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%�� 7KH�(UD�RI�3XULWDQLVP�
-  1564:  t he word “pur it an”  appears for t he 1st t im e. They are Calvinists who oppose 
everything that  is fun for them selves and others. 

-  1593:  pur itans out lawed. 

&�� 0DU\�6WXDUW�DQG�WKH�&DWKROLF�³3UREOHP´�
-  1568:  Mary Stuart , Queen of Scots, cousin of Elizabeth, f lees from  Scot land and seeks 
asylum  in England. 
-  1569:  a rebellion by northern ear ls who intended to replace Elizabeth with Mary Stuart . 
The following year, t he pope declares Elizabeth to be a heret ic and com m ands her 
subjects not  to obey her or  her laws. 
Î persecut ion of Catholics in England and execut ion of Mary Stuart  in 1587. 
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